
NA TIONAL INTKLLHiKNCKR.

THE CONDUCT OK THE WAR.

REPORT OFTHE CONOKEtSIOXAL COMMITTEE.

The Joint Committee oil the Couduct of the War, ap-

pointed by tbe late Colore**, uuJ which by a resolution of

one or both Hdu «« wai< permitted to continue it* sitting*
after the expirat.ou of tbe official teim of that Congress,
concluded I'M Friday last one branch of it* labor* by the

ad >ptiou of a Rejoit devoted chitfly to the Operation* of

the Aruiy «>f the Potomac.
Tbm H> port, s* we It am from ita piges, ia to be fol

low. d by other* rela wg to the firat battle at Bull Run.the

tro»p« there eigsged having been the uuc'euaof the Army
of the Potomac.at d to the disaatrou* conflict at Ball'a
B utf, in which portion* of the troop* of tLe tame army
were engaged. A Report ia al*o promiseJ on the We* tern

D*i>ar'm ut. The battle at Fiederiokabuig ia not ceo

onl> in fait. Mo meulion ia mtde of the operation* u the

8tn n-tndoab ai.d Mounts n D> pai tuit ut<>. A* regaids the

cunj a go «>t lie Amy of Vuginia, under Qen. Pope, tie

committee *a>* that tbe cucuuist ncea connected with n

" bare been an (ul y inve*.inat> d by the military c urts in

the case* of G. n. McDowell and Qen. Porter" that he

committee "deemed it unaeceaaary to make a<> tlior< ugb
an investigation ot that campaign a* they w. u.ld oth-i wise

h*ve done." It tt-eiefore cot. fine* itaelf to a recital of
" the order* ai d correspondence in relation to the delay i

in tbe forwarding of Qen. 8umner'a aud Qen. Frank in'

o .rp* from Alexandria to tbe aaaiatai ce of Gen. Pope.
For the same reason.that tbe aubject haa been inve»ti-

gated by a military coinmtaaiou.the committee baa uot

detined it Lecraaary to take much teatiuiuny in relation to

tbe aurr nder of Harper'* Feriy, and doea uot p opn**, a*

we lutrr, to make any repot t iu regard to that affair.
Tbe Report before ua would, if maerted at large, ocoupy

near jr four page* of our piper. Three-fourth* of It i*

occupied with tbe militaiy service* of Gen. Mel lellati

commencing with Li* appoiutmeot a* tbe auccea-or of

Qeo. bcott, and coming down to November laat, wb»n be

wti re ieved of the command of the Army of tbe Potomac.
Hi* force*, tif movement*, hi* delay*, bia repeated call*
for reiu orcetoeijla, hi* difference* with the Provident and

Geoera'-in-Cbiet hi* alleg d failure to provide proper
prottc.iju for the national cap ta<, ic., w th much of

which our n adera are a'ready fam liar, a:e adverted to,
more or lea* at large, and interrpei*ed with unfavorable
view* of hi* opeiation* in tbe field, ba*ed upon the opin-
iota of o'ber officer* who were called before the commit¬

tee. The testimony ia not yet priuted, and of courae doea

not accompany tbe report, to which we ahall have occaaion

to lecur hereafter.
We place berore our reader* in tbe following column* the

remaining branches of the Report.
CONDUCT OF THE WAH.

In DecemVr, Itkil, a Joint Committee of tbe two

Houae* of Congrea*. consisting of three member* of tbe
Senate and four member* of the Houae of Representative*,
waa appointed, with instructions 10 inquire into the con¬

duct of the pretent war.

Your committee proceeded to the discharge of Ihe duty
devolved upon Ibem, and have labored xc*liua|y, and they
tru't faithfully, for tbat purpoae. Aa evidence of tba ,

ttaey would refer to tbe Urge ma** of testimony takeu by
tbeiu upon many subject*, end herewith reported.
The subject of inqu ry referred to tbem waa one of the

utmost iuipoitance ai.d magnitude. Upoo "the con turn
of ibe present war" depei ded the iaoue of the experiment
inaugurated by . ur father*, after *o much exp-nliture o

bio. d a> d treasure.tbe e-t.b'l-bment of a nation founded
upon tbe capacity of man for aelf-g veri m-n*. Tbe nation
waa eoitag-d iu a contest for ita v ry existence; a rone

lion, oupnrallel'd in history, threatened the overturn a of
our fr« e institutions, aud tne moit prompt and vigomu*
meaaurea were demanded by ev*iy cona deration of hon >r,

patriotiam, aud a due regarJ for the pro*peilty and Lap-
pineaa of tbe people.

Your commttee coul 1 perceive no n*cessily for recom-

mending any pa ticular legislation to Congres*. Its pre¬
vious ft BT-f showed that no such recomm-ndation was

required. When Congres* m-t tbe precede g July. fresh
frouj tbe people.called upo i to provide for the safe'y of
tbe GoTrrnaiKut and ibe maintenance of th« ntiioial
honor and exiateuce.the Representatives of the People
gave full evd'nee tbat tb-y comprehended tbe duty
devolved upoo tbem, and hid th» coti-aae a d will to

fully diacharge it. Tbe Administration called hy the
people to tbe bead of tbe Government, in this the most
critical period of tbe uat en's history, waa in. re pr mptly
and 'ulty aupported than that of any other Government of
wtuch history has preserved any record. Tbe call of the
Pre* deu' for money and men had been more than com¬

plied with; no legislation wh cb be had deemed necessary
bad been denied by Cong re**; aud tbe people tad mo-t

uobly and geueroua j supported and »u*tamed what tf.e r

representative* bad promised iu thrir name. Tbe aame

Cookies*, trr*b from tbeir constituent*, bad again m -t. ai d
there c uld be n doubt that a* they h^d before acted >o

wou'4 toey loutiuue to act. It need* but to refer to tbe
hiato'y ot u.e Congrea* juat cl >*ed, it* prompt and
tkori'Ugh art on, clotb of tbe Eiecutive with the fullest
power, placing at bi*diapu*al all th» resource* of men and
«u< ney wbicb tbia uat on poaseaaed, to prove that your
eommitt**e ju^grd rigb ly that C> ngress needed no

pi< mpting iiom hem to do its entire duty.
Not upon those whose duty it was to pr<;vde tbe mea~a

oeoeaaary tu put down tbe rebellion, but upon tbose wbo*e
duty it v*ts to riibifully apply thoae meana, and the agonta
th. y empl Jed fn tea purpo c, rested tbe b ante, f anj,
tb»t tbe b' pea of tbe nation bav- u< t b eu realised, aud im

espec ati n« b >ve be- n »o Ion* di appoint* d.
Yi-ur o mu.it ee tbereforo eo'icluded th t (bey woul

beat prnfortn tbeir du y ly endeaTortng to olnatn auc'i in
forma ion iu respect '<» tne c nduct of the Wat as ui.i
best enable tbem to adviae what mi«>ake< bad b«e i tua v

in tbe paac and tbe proper cour*e to be pursed in the fn-
tu>e; to obtain suo luformat oo aa the many ai.d la*»oriou>
duties of the Preaid- nt aud bi* Cabinet p evented t'.em
from aojuiri g, and to lay it before them w-i b such recotu-

uie dtiio s and augcesti n« aa aeemed to be most impera¬
tively demanded; and tbe journal of the proceeding* of

your committee show that f >r a lor g t me they were in
constant communication witb tbe Pr^a dent and bia Cabi
net, and neglocteit no opportuoi'y of at oi.ee laying be ore

tbem Ute ia ormation acquired by them in tbe courre of
their inveati*atioua.
Many *p*oiflc suhj-ct* of investigation preaented tk*"m-

.elvee for tbe eonatdoration of your oommittee, any one ot
which night well require the action of a Committee for
itaelfi an# all of wh-e'i, i' fully invest g»ted, wou d d mand
tbe at'eiitioii of all the Kepresentttne* in C*H gre>* li
waa apparent hvm tbe firat ibat your c- mm t ee would b
C 'inpeiie.l to coiifloe th ir a'tention to a few of the more

pronnuent subject* of inqoirf.to tbo>e tbe investigation
of wbtch would bestenab.e tb m to comprehend thecume*
and ueeesaiiy, it any, for tbe delay and inaction character-
iai'ig tbe op»ra ions of our fmies in the flrl I.
And Mbi e e»ch of those subject* haa reoeired from ibem

the attentii n which iu importanee merited, ao far a* they
were able to g ve it, tbe attention of your committee haa
been tamed more part cularly t. tbe biatory of tbe Arrnv
of tbe Potoinae In tbe history of tbat a-my ia to be found
all that is necessary to enable >o«ir committee to report
up n .. the conduct of the war." H-d tbat army fulfilbd
all tbat a genemua and cot fid ng peoph were juattfied in

especting from it, this rebellion bad long aince been crush¬
ed, and tbe bleasing* of peace restored to t hi* nation Th-
failure of that army to fulfil those expectation* ba* pto
longed tbi* contest to the present time, with all ita expen¬
diture of life and treasure, for it ba* to a great extent neu-
trsln. d, if not entirely destroyed, the legitimate fru t*
which wouM otherw ise have been reaped from our glonou*
vkctcniea in ibe WV*t.

Therefore, while >«,ur oommiitee have not failed to take
tbe teatimony of witi eaaea in relation to military opera-
ti. ua in Other parts «.f tbe country, snd alto upon vsnous
subjects to which tb»ir attention bia been specially direct¬
ed oy C< ng e-s and the War Departm- nt sn.ee the com¬
mit ee waa first appointed, the pnncipal part of the teati-
®'*y uk®" bT reUtes to tbe Army of the PoUimac
aud those subject* m..re immediately oomected with it*
operation* They have taken tbe testimony of nearly two
hundred witneaae*, almost entirely meu in the miliurt ser¬
vice of the Government, iueludii g about one bui.dred Qeu-
eraia.
Tbe di*a*ter at Bull Run to July, 1861, wa* fitl y iiv**.

tigated by j»ar committee, a* being the fir*t conflict of
tbe national inwrp* with artned t eason upon the field of
battle i aud al*i< beeauae tbe tr<K>ps tbera e g«ged formed
tbe uueieu* around which baa aince been collected the va«t
and mag't'fi ent Army ot the Poiomtc. Tne result ot their
inv. stt^a'i .n your committee submit m a aepara e repoit

Your cominiit-e have alno inveat gated the disaster at
Bali * Hlufi tnat bait e betUK tbe first confl ct of an* ex
tent id which auy of the ttoops of the Army of the Po o-
uiac wer.- eng g d after it* re-organizttiou. A a-pua'.e
rep<»rt ot that di*aster t* also submitted.

Immediately after tbe organization of your oommittee,
and betore proce dmg to tbe taking of any testimony,
tbey addrrs e<f to Oen. McC'bliao, who, by tbe retirement
of Uen Hoott, had become Ueneral-iu-Chief of tbe Aimy,
tbe following comma icatiou i

' W**niaoToj», DtctMacii 21, )KI.
15'^!* Joint Ctm.kiee baa l.eeo

app^i.itad bi tbe Seuats and Hous. lUpreseots'lres to Iu-
<|oirs into 1 tbe cou lnct of tbe -»ar ' (hir ,oBlllilu,# -

meeUuK bald this morning, uuanlmoaaty axpr-aaed a dVaire
bafors proceeding! 4 thtlr offlciaJ dalles, to bav* an inter-

»iew v*iiL 3»>u a' vui i«oui ut (ho IapUol, at euch Mine aa

may suit yonr ««iinv uiaiii r, ut view of y«mr pressing engage
mcts Our p ec- m, «i»rg i-i the raom of ibe Cowrcittee
on Tc-rii' i'i*.' o ttto ><»«aiK.

"I f«Whia, Tory respectfully, yours,
' /I. F Wad*,, Clialiman.

" Major General (Ieo. B McClillam,
*' General Commanding Ainiy United States."

^ bil«» fully appreciating the dignify and power with
which tb»y were clothed by tftio ooncurient action of both
Houses ul Congreas, they deemed it but juat to award to
bia position the consideration of a*k tig biio to c infer with
tbeui in relation to the boat method of fuelling those ex¬

pectations which ibe p.-ople bad a right to hope for from
an Admin-t rat ion which they had, through their Represen¬
tatives, conferred such plenaiy power*. A reference tn
ih ' journal oi y ur committee will »h >w that ill lealth
prevented Gen McCl-llau from immediately c.uiiljing
with t iik invitation The necesM ies of the case, h .wever,
were m piea»ing and urgent that >< ur committee con

0 uded to proceed at ouce to tbo taking of tes.uuony.

[Here follows the committee's view of the operation* of
the Army of the Potomac and of Urn. McCUilau'a cam¬

paigns, to which we have before alluded ]
THE 11A l l LK or FRKOKRIChfeUURG.

On the 16 h «>t Not« rnb r (Mi. Bu usule started tbe
co uuins of bis a m ir ui Warreiitoii to Fredeiicksburg,
not bav ng he.rd any tiling < f Hie dea> of the pontoon*
iri.m VVnshn gton. Th . t iegraui au>ouncing the delay
d it n< t re ch G n. Bum id until ;b . 19 n of November.
Tu- co'p< oi Urn Sum i« r was in the a v nc, ftid it w a

ill'- i teu im tha' h *iiO'ild cross over to F ed lick burg
and t ke po>session of tbe p a>-e. B>it the i on-ani»/.| of
the p..ii ooiik in time pr> vented the movemeut which fad
been contemplated, and uece*si atr-d the adop: ou < f i tbar
measures.

(ieu. tturnside then b-gati fr> make prepaiatious for an¬

other movement, bringing up the pontoons aa rapidly aa

possible, to enable his foices to cro*a the river.
Tbe plan determined upon waa to cro»a tbe river at two

points; tbe right wing to cros* opposite Fredericksburg,
and tbe lelt wiug to croca from three to lour mile* below
'he city Toe left wieg wan composed of the left graud
divi Inn, wi h a coips from the c n re grand division,
tucking a foree of In m 50,000 to 60.00J meu, the whole
Mil* under comma' d ot M J >r G> n. Franklin. The cross-
i g wa« made aucceaslu'ly at both point*, but w.th much
opposition from ¦barpobooter* on t ie right.

G- n. Bumside states the following iu regard to bin plan
of attack:

" 1 he eremy hid cut a road a'ong in tbe rear of th*
line of faei. hts where we made our a'tark, by means of
which they connected the two wings of their ar i y, and
"Voided a loi g detour around through a bnd pO'inty. I
obtained from a colon d man. from the other s de ot the
town, information in regard to this new road, which proved
to be correct. I wanted to obtain possession ot that n-*w

rond, an i th»t win n y reason f r m^k ng in attack on tbe
extreme left. I d d not mt* ni to mike the attack on tbe
right until tbut posit on bud b«en tnke i, which I supposed
woolii stagger th" enemy, cutting their line in two; and
tt en I proposed to make a dire t attai k on the r front aud
drive them out of their works."
Tbe following is the order to Gen. Franklin, wh > com¬

manded tbe left:
" Heahqi AKTt.Rs Army or tiik Potohac.

" Utetmbtr 13, 5.55 A. M.
"General ll^rdie will «arry tbi^ despatch to von and re¬

main wi h j on d ring the <1hv The General coicaunding
directs that you keep yonr wlfde command in )osi(.iou for .

rapi 1 movemeut d >«n the old Itichmont road, nnd yon will
send ont at once h division, a: lea-t to pa'8 below SmithHeld.
t > seiz-, if poKs ble, ibe'heiKhts near Captain Hami ton's, on

this side of the .Vl<tsMipouHX, inking care t > keep it well tip-
i>< ried and its line of retreat open He bus oid»*red auo'her
column of a division or more to be moved Irom Gen. Sumner's
commttnd up the plank road to its intersection of tbe te'egraph
road, where t e> will divi e, »i h a view to teizin* the
he gill" ( n both of ihose roads Iloldi- g Diese heights, with
ihe heights near U ptain Hnuii'tou's, win, I hop-, compel th*
enemy >o evacuate .he wl ole iidg- brtwe»n there poima He
m ke« these b..hi by c ilumns (i:siam from each other, w.ih
a *l-w of avoiriing the possibili y of a rollnion of our own

U rces. whirb mi^ht o<-< ur in a g> neral movement onring the
fog Two of Oene-il II >oher s divisions are in v^ur rsT at
it e bridge4, and will remain theie ms i-upports Co ies of in-
struciioi.a Uj Geoeia'a somner nil i Hookei will t>e forwarded
to you by hn ord-rly Veiy soon Y u will keep voi r whole
command in readin'*'" to luovd Ht o. c-i a- «o< n »s the f g lifts
Tlie watchwo-d whith, it pcttible, should be given to every
ci.mp .fc.y, will be *ScoU.'

.' I h v« the honor to be, Ueneral, very respectful!*, yonr
obedient servant, JuUM G Park*,

. , .

" Chief of Staff.
" Major General Fuakkliu,

.' Command ng D<p.rtment, Omni Diviiion Army >f
.' Potomac."

Geneial Franklin a ates, when 1st examined, thst he re¬
ceived the abote order at about 7 30 A M., an l that h-t at
once t<iok measures to carry out what be considered to be
Ibe u>eai ing of the order, that i«, .' «n arms I observation
t«' ascertain wh>-re tbe eur-my >* as " In his testimony, given
wh-n y ur cmom ttee were ut Falmouth, be ss>s : .' I put
in all tbe tri ops that I thought it proper and piudent lo
put in I fought the w hole strength of my comma id, aa

far ns I could, aud at tbe ssme t me keep my connection
with the river open."
From tbe te,iiuiony it would appesr thtt th- afack was

in realii) m ide by i ne of ibe smallest divisions in Gen
Fru.kin's command.tbe div sun (.f Gen. Meade, num

beriug about 4,5U0 men lbs division waa supported on

its r ght by Gen Gibbon's division of about 5,000 men

On th- left w«s Gtu. Doubleday's division, firming tbe
ex reme left of uur hue, nearly at tight angles with Gen.
Meade's division, and extending to tbe river. Just as

Qen Meade's divi-i* n advanced to the attack. Geo Bin
ney's division, ot Gen. ^toncman's corps, numbering sb 'Ut
7.000. enme up and t'Jvk position iuiuiediate'y iu rear of
Gen. Meade,
The division of Gen. Meade succeeded in piercing the

first line of the enemy, aud gainiug tbe oreH f tbe bill.
Gen. Gibbon, seeirg Oen. Mead- advancing to the attack,
ordered l is division forward After his last brigade had
advanced, driving the enemy with tbe bayonet, a id be was
preparing h<a bat eri s to open upon a rebel regiment that
made their appearance on bis left. Gen Gbbon wa«
w. und-d and ttken fr m ibe fi Id Gen. Meade's divisi -n

b«viDg readied the cr» »t ot tbe hill, formed th^m^elves io
he pre ence < f the reserves of ibe enemy, whi op-ned

ftre ui on bem in frout, aud th-y also received a fire upon
h t flank The superority of f>e en-my was so over-
W'lelming that M-«' e's d vi»loii was f reed b«ck, as was
a So Gibbon'* div aion. Th- enemy pu su-d un ll c» ck-<d
hy B rae>'« uivt> iin. Our f rces e n mued to hold ih-tr
p w tion, wit> out renewing tbe ntiack, un il tLe> ware
or<t' rei to withdraw tcr. a« the river.
Tbe loss suetn n d in tbv attark. n. ki led, wimded, and

mis»iog, were asfnliews: M-nd-'s div-i «,i, 1,760 j Gtb-
hou's division, 1.-249; Bnney'a division, 9Gl
Gen Mnrnsi e, upon bear ng of tue small force ordered

to atta k the euemy sent an order to Lien. Franklin to
make h vigorous a tack w th his whole fi-rce. Beveral of
tbe witnesses t-sti y that bad the attack been rem wed
with all tbe ava lable lorce und-r Gen Franklin's com-
mti d it would have been succ sslul. Gen. Frank'iu issti*
fles tt.at it was not an ord-r, but a req ieat, and tbit when
h- rece v.d it It wa* tio lite to renew the at^ck, and
therefore be di I not do It.
Gen Frank'iu test fies > s fnllowa i
. The ord-r under whrh I was act'rg directed t»>*t tbe

line oi retieat sh« uld be k-( t open It ali-o directed t at
I »hou d hold nj tri op« in p< sinon 'or a rap d march down
the K'ehmond n ad I never dreaired that th<« w <s con
siden d as a stro g a'tark si a I, unul since the b title took
plice At t'iat time 1 had no i lea that it waa ibe main at
tack, bnt supposed it was an arrn^d observation lo a-cer.
tain wb - r'* the en. my wa«. I was stiang b-ned
io this opinion by the staff office* who brought it (tbe
order )

" Question. Did you not understand, from this order,
that >pu were to use a 1 tbe troops neo-issary to sen« and
bold tbe heights njr Cap ain Hamilton's, and that the
General comma olinx «*o sid^red that that waa necetairy
to he done iu order to secure success?
"Answer. No; I did n >t 1 should supposa that the

order would not have limited me to 'at 1-ast a division,'as
tbe wording > f it showa, ha I sueh been bis intenti -n; and
beaidea, he direct* me to keep my whole command in posi¬
tion to mope along tbe old Richmond road. If be had in¬
ter d-d me to uae my whole fore-, if necessary, to hold that
bill, be hardly would have coupled it with the condition to
¦keep my command in readiness for this other movem-tit.

"Question. Was tbe other movement feasible until alter
the possession of those heights by our troops ?
"Answer. I think that the ttber m vein-lit. if it bad

hem or lered with my wb"le force, would have necessarily
involved tbe possession i,f those heights. Had I be^n or
d-red to m »ve my wtola f .rce along the Ro hm >nd road, I
shou d have te»*n compelled t take a'l that woul I he found
in the road, and thi^e ueigb'a would h*ve been in the road.

' Quest on. As it was indispensable that we rbonld have
possrs-ion of those heights in ord-r to move down tne old
KciittJO'id road, and as you ware ordered to aend nut at
least on- division to pa s helow Smithfl 11 and aei«e, if pos
sib a, ti.ose heigh a. d d you net .loeu, tbit that order re-
q nr.d of >011 that you should, wbm repulsed iu tbe Brat
at e npt, nn w the attack T

. Answer. 1 think it did ; but by the time the rebels
were driven bark i to the w.,wu. by Ui ,,ey. ,|,vi*i . d
« ikel. s division, it wa« pa.t th ee o'clock. It was d*tk
at tha' tim-, by five o'clock, and if was lo t la e the i to

tI'S! "" th" b»pe of sue, ess "

1 tie testimony of all the wit- cs.es b .f, re y(,Ur eonira t
te-s proves mn.t rcnclusiv. ly ihat, had the atta-k l.een
made up ,n the left with all tbe force which Oen Franklin
could have u ed for tb»t j u p .se, the plan of OeU Burn-
side would have been Completely successful, snd i ur army
wou d have achieved a most brillia t victory
Alter the attack on Saturday our army r-mainrd in poaitlon until Monday night, wben it was withdrawn acro-s

tbe ri»er without loss.
Your committee have not considm d it essential to re

poit np u the operations of the right wing of our army io
tb s battle, for tbe reason that tbe succras of tbe m .vn-

®" depended to a very gieat e* eot um-n (be
¦neceaaful operation of tbe left Although our troops n
tbe right fought moat gallantly, making repeated attacks

he atreugtb of lLr enemy'a poeittou was such that our

f .reea were compelled t t retire.

INTKHH.UKM.t WIIH Utti. IIUKNfilDK'rf I LANS.

Ou the 26 b day of January, 1863, the following rcaolu
tion waa adopted by the Senate, hoJ referred to jour
committee:

41 Retolvtil Tbat the Conwyi tie on th«C< ndactof the War
f>e imirocted to i quire whether Maj. G«n A K Barnaide
hae, aim e the buttle of Fredericksburg, farmed any plana for
the m veuieut of the Aimr of the rotoraac. or auy portion of
the «ani«j and if ao, whether any nob >i dii^a « jfeuuiai of
said artuy have written lo or via tad Wusbingt >u to < ppo»«<
or interfere with the execution of an.h movements and
whether such prop >e«d movement* have been arrested or in¬
terfered wim, ana if a », by wuat authority "

Under that re-olutiou, your committee proceeded to take
the testimony «>f Major Gen-rala A E. Burnside aud John
O. Parke, and B. g-.dier General* John Newton, John
Cochrane, and William W. Averill, Thai teatimony br u«h
to light the following facte:

Sfaorly af er the bat ie of Fred-rick*burg, G-n. Rurn-
aide devised a plan for attacking the en-my in hi* lr.>nt
The main army wa* to croaa at a place a.me a x or seven

miiea bi low F.ed-ricksburg. 'I be poaitiona lor the anil
lery to protect th-i cro»aiug weie all aelected; the roada
were all surveyed, and the cordu oy wa« out for preparing
the roada. At the t-auie time a feint ot cr<.a*iiw wa* to be
made aome dia a ce above Fa m -uth, which feint cou d be
filmed into a p >ai ive att ck should the . n my di cov -r

the movement below; otberwiae ibe main attack waa t<
be m-<de below.
In -onnexoQwlth thia movement of the main army, a

cavalry exoeuit ou wa* organixed, conaiating f twenty-five
hundred f 'h«-heat ctv^lry in the A my of ihe Polemic,
one thouaand . t whom w. re p.'kd men 'I he plan of
that eipedi i >n w i- aa followr: Accompanied by a biignde
of nfaotry detail d to prot e th . c opiate of th- Ku pt-
h->n ot k.it wa* to proceed up to Kelly'* F->rd; ih^re tie
thou aud picktd men woie to cross, and to proceed to the

Ripidau and croaa fiat river at Kaccoon F-rd; t en to to
onward and cr -aa the Virginia Central rat road at Louiaa
Court-house; t'>e Jama tiv-r at Gooch a d o Carter 'a,
biowin/ up the locka of th'' Jamea rive canal it the |>laoe
of cr..a<-ing; crosa the Richmond aud Lynchburg raiiroid
.t a poiut a uth of there, blowing up the iron bridge at the

«lace of or >Ming', croaa the Richmond. Petersburg, and
Mdon railroad where it en a*ed the Nottoway river, de-

atroying the railroad bridge there; ai d then proceed on by
Gru Pryor'a command, and effec a junction with General
P-ck at Suffolk, where steamers w»r# to be in waiting to
t ke them to Aquia creek. To diatraot the aft-ntion of
th* enemy, and deceive th m in regard to whi>h b >dy of
cavalre waa the attacking column, a' the time the thou-and
picked m«n cr.ased the Rappahannock a portion of the re-

maii i g fifteen hundred wa* to proceed 'ow-.rds Warren-
ton; another portion towards Culpeper Court h -use; and
the remainder wrre to accompany the th' maud picked
men aa far aa Raccoon Ford, and then return. While thia
country expedition waa in progrea* the general movement
wa* to be ma 'e acroa* the river.
On th" 26th of December an order waa iaaued for the

entiie command to prepare three d y*' cooked ration-; to

have their wagon * filled with ten da) a' amall ratoms, if
P"*<ib!e; to have from ten to twelve days' aopply of beef
cattle with them ; to take forage for ttieir te-m< a d th> ir
artillery and cavalry horaea, and the requisite amount of
ammunition.iu fiot, to be in a condition to move at
twelve boura1 notice.
8hor ly after that order waa iaaued Gen John Newton

and Gen. John Cochrane.the otie commanding a divlaion
«nd the other a brigade in the left grand division, under
Gen. William B. Franklin.came up to Wiahingtoi on

leave «>f abaence. Previoua to obtainiug leave of absence
from G.*n Franklin, they iulorm-d bim aud Geti. Wiuiaiu F.
Smith that when they came to Washington lh-y should take
the opportunity to repieaent to some om in auth >rity here
the dispirited condition of the army, and the danger there
waa in attempting any movement rgainat the enemy at
tbat time.
When they reached Waahington, Gen. CooVrane, aa he

atatea, endeavored to find eertain members of Congrea*,
to whom to make the deaired communication. Faili g t*>
find them, he determined to aeek an interview with the
President for the purpoae of making the fommu i ation
directly to him On proceeding to the Presi lei.t's H use.
he there met Secretary Seward, to whom lie explained the
obj ct of bia being there and the general purport of bis
propoaed communication to tt.e P.e<i ent. mid r-qneited
him t<> procure an interview for them, which Mr. S.-ward
pr aniard to do, and which be did do.
That day the interview took place, and General Newton

opened the aubj ct to the Preaido t. At; first th- Preat-
dent, aa Gen, Newton expreaaea it, " very na urally c -n
ceived that th»y had come there for the purpuae ot injur¬
ing Gen. Hurn-ide, and auguestit g aome other per*«>n to fill
hia pUce." Ge .. Newton atatea that, while he firmly b,v
lieved that the prii.ci» al cause of the dupiriied coi.ditnin
of the ariny Mas ihe want of c mfidence iu the inilicry ca-

pac ty of Gen. Bun aide, b'd em d i improper t a-iy ao
to ihj- Pres dent " righ: .quire out," and therefore endes-
vored to cor.vey the same idea indirectly. When a«ked if
he c >nsidered it sny In a improper to d . anch a 'bing indi¬
rectly than it was to do it direo'lv. h-* q islifi d fin p ®
vioua a a-rto i hy saying that bn oij-ct w^a to inf rm the
Pr- a dent ol whu he couaider^d t«. b- the cui idi i .n . f th¬
ai my, iu tie hope that the Preai '*ut wou d make iouuiry
and learn Ibe tiuee.uae for himself. Up n p-rc-ivm« th a

impr- a-ion upoi the m nd of the Preaident, Gener* a New-
U>u aud Cochrane state that they has'en-d to naaure he
Preaident tbat he waa en ire'y mistaken, and ao f r sue
reeded tbat at the cloae ol the inrervi-w the President aaid
to them be waa glad tbey had called upon him, ani tbat he
hop^d lhat good would reault from 'be interview.
To return to Geu. lijrnaile. Tb« c^v.lry expedition

bad started ; lb- brigade of infantry detailed to accompany
it bad crosaed the Rappahannock at Rirbard'a Ford, and
returned by way of Kllu'a Ford, leaving the way ceir f»»r
t-e eava'ry to croaa at KePy'a Ford. The d*y th y had
arranged to make the creasing Gen. Buruaile teceived
from the President the following t-legram: "1 have go. d
reaaon for aa>ing lhat you muat not make a general move
men' without let ing me know of it."

Gen. Bu.u ide a a tea h t be c ull not imagine, at th-
tune, what ie%son the Preaident co .Id have tor »eurii.<g
bim sue. a telegram None ol the offioera. f bi< cou.m -nd
exoe^t one or two of b -ataff who h<d r-mai.,ed in ca op.
baa b e i told any thing of his plan beyond the riiuple f»ot
that a movement wai t-> lie made. H" could on'y *ucpoae
ihat the deapatch related in aome way to important m lita-
ry m.ivem-nta in ot' er parts of the country, in wbicu it
waa H' c-aaary t" have co-operation
Upuo tbe receipt of tbat te'egram atepa were imnip-

diau-ly taken to hau th- cava ry . xpeditmn wb r . it then
waa (a K'Hy « t ord) u .tit further ordera. A por ion of
it wa - *h itly alterwaid . s- n'. off to intercept 8tua-t, wh<>
had ju.t made a .am to Dumfriea au i t e ne ghborhoo.i of
h a rfix OoBrt h..ua-, wh ch it fail, d to do.
Ur n Buruside c «me t W .ahitn on to a-c r'ain flora the

Prer dent tbe true state of the Cia-. He was iiitormcd by
*¦' Pr-ndeut tbat a..me Qeneral fflcera fiotn the aimy o'
the Potomar, wboae names bo deel n-d to give, ha I cal'ed
upon hiiii and represented tbat Gen Buruaide c >iiU-mplate i
aiK»n making a mnveuient, aud that the army Wia so di-pi-
r ted and demoiallied that any a tempt to make a ui»ve.
ment at that time must lesult in d.aaater ; tl.at n . promi¬
nent offleers in tbe army of ibe Potomac were in favor of
aoy movem.-nt at lhat time.

Oee. Biirti^ de informed tbe Preaident that none of hia
ofneera had be>-n informed what his plan waa. and then pro-
ce-ded to explain it m d tail to the Presi .?nt. He ur«e I
up >n the' President to g ant him p rmi-aion to carry it

e»\'i i! j'a" ,,,nt ^ '"lined to d.so at that time. G n
Hall ok and Secretary Stantoa were rent f..r, ami ihen
earned, for tbe II¦ at time, of th- Preaid-ht'a artiou in atop
ping the movement; although Gen 1!-lleck w.a previously
aware that a mov uient waa woftempla ed by O n Burn
aide Gen. H-lleck, with Oen Bu-ns de, held ihat th-
ofUcera wh . tad made Ihoa- repre-en'aiiona to the Pr. ai-
aent »h"Uld be at one- dismissed the servica
Oen Burnside remalmdhere at that time for two daya,

but do conclusion waa reaeh-d upon the subject. When
he returned to bia camp b^ learned that many of the do¬
tal la of tbe ger.ernl tn v ment. and the detail-of tbe ca-
val-y eitpediton, bad b-o me known to tbe rebel syinpa-
th t-ra in Waahing on. thereby rendering that plan im¬

practicable. When aaked to wh-.m he had communicated
h a plan-, he atated tbat be bad told no one in Wa-h ngt.n
exc-pt the Preaident, 8-cretary SUnton, and Gen Hal-
leck ; and in hn eamp n-ne knew of ,t ercept on . or two
of bia aUB ollrera, wbo had rema ned in camp a'l the time.
He professed himself unab e to tell bow his plana had be
come known to tbe enemy.
A correspondence then took place between the Preai.

dent, Oen. Halleek, and Oen Burn-ide. (J^n. Barna d.
dea,r,d diatinet aotb. r fy fro n Gen. Halleck. or -orae one
authorised to give it, to mike a movement across thenver
While urging the importance and u-ceas,iy of aueh a move¬
ment, be cat didly admitted that tbeie w^. bardly a Oeo-
ral ffloer in hia comma d wb > approved of it. While
Wiling to take upon himaelf all the reapo.a.bility rf tbe
movement, aod promuir g to k-ep in vie* the Pre.ident'a
caat on conc-rmng running any riak of d-atrnying th-army
of ibe Potomac, he de.ir-d to have at least G mi. Malleoli'.
sanction or permission to m-ike the mnvciu,,nf G< n Hal-
leek replied that while he bad alwaya favored a forw.rd
movement. 16 oouM not tbe roHporisiibil ty of ffiTing
any directiooa as u» bow and whe i it ahr.u'd be made.
Gen Burnaide th-n determm d to rank- a movement

wi h .uta y further eorre*pnndene* on the subject. He
waa unable to devise any aa promtaiog as the one jnat
thwarted by thia interference of his subordinate . flicer-
which interference gave the onr-my the time, If not the
meana, t .ascertain what h*» had piopoaed to do He, how¬
ever, devised a plan of movement, and pr re- eded to pat it
in ^lecntion. A* ia well koewn, it waa rendered abortive
in consenoence of tho aevere storm which W»ok place
Shortly at,or the nnv.-ni"ut began

Oen. Burnside states t^at, beode. the inclem- ney of tbe
wea her, there waa aonther powcrt reas,,n for ahandon-
ing the mo--rn«nt, vi$ tke almost n. v^r.al feeling am. t.g
hia Gerorai ffijera againat it Some of th >ae officers
freely give vent to ih-fr feelings |e the preaence of their
IBferlora Ia eonar -jneece of ibis, and alao wha* had taken
B ^ during the Utile of Fredericksburg, dto.. Oen Bura-

.ireeled a order to be kaned. which he a yl-d General
ti.lllr.l di,a)1M««l wm" ofticra from

»«"Jeut to tie approval of tbe Pr. aidenf, re-

lieved <»th«r* from duty with the army of the Potomac and
hi o protiomirel seiiVri.** u( . «*ub upon soui" d-milir*
who had b t ii >i I t'i't,v o'i'd.

U. u Buii.t>d« i>latt"> lUit It . had b c mie aA'.isiied ttAt
it wa* nb olutrly lecuiOir/ that tuui> snob eximplo*
should be untie, iu ord*r to enable bun to uuiutaui the
proper Authority over ibe army uuder bis omnihoJ. I be
order w»< duly nigued mid ittturd, ami only waited publi-
cu ioa Two or thr*o of bu rno.t trusted staff officer*
repreHeutod to Geu Burnside t !»*' *h uld he then publish
that order, he would force upon the President the neoea-

»ity of ttt once sanctioning l», or, by re'uiin* bw approval,
as*uiu« tii) attitude of ho*tddy to Gen Burnsidu The
publication of the order was accordingly delayed for the
time.

General Buri.side cAuie to WAibington aud laid tbe order
br'fore the Prealdent, with the distinct n**urauoe ibat in
uootber way could be exereise a proper command over tie
army 01 the Potomac; and be a ked ibe President to sanc¬
tion the order, or accept hi* res'g'itrion an nnjor general.
The President acknowledged that Ueu. Buruside wa* right,
but d'Curd to dt'Oide With >ut cuu u ting with *niue of
hi* dvi*er*. To this Gen. Burn He r plied that if the
Pie»idtnt took time for cou«ulta'iou he would not be
allowed to publish tb it order, aol therefor a»k*d to have
bin r»«i«ria>iuri accepted at ouce. Thi* the Pre-ideot
declined to do.

Oeueral Burnside returned to his camp, aud came again
to Wa*hingloi that i*i|{»it at th- r-que* of the P egid-nt,
and the neit morning called upon ihe President lor hi*
decision. He wa* iul'»rm«.i iha- the President dcliucd to
approve hi* order No. (J, but bnd concluded o relieve mm
from the cnmmaud of the army of the Potomac, an J to
Appo.ut General Hooker iu hi* place. Thereupon 0» n.
Burnoide again iutiated thar hi* ie*iwuAt:on be accepted.
1 hi* tbe Preaid-nt declined to do; and, Alter I'lutr urging,
Ueu Huraoide consented to lak a leave of ab*eu«v for
thi ty day*, with the uud r.tauditig that, atth . end of ibat
ti'OH, be abould be assigned to duy, a* he deemed it
improper to bold a commii-ti m as major general and rec ive

hi* pay without render iig service tneref >r. Oen Bu n-
aide . bj-'cied to th-» wording of the ord r which re i~ied
him fiom hii comuinn I, a. d wtich ma ed that it wn* at
his own r quest, as b ing unju-t to him aud un'ou ided in
f"Ct t but upi'Q the repre-eutrttiou that Any other ord-r
would do ii jury to the c<iu*e be consented to let it rcuiAin
a* it theu read.

The foregoing statement of the ficts proved, together
witb the t»atimouy herewith cubiuitU-d, so fully and d reotly
meet ihe requirement of the resolution ref rred to them
that your committee deem Any comment by them to be
entirely unueo9t*ary.

CONCLl'HION,

Your committee think it better to auHmit the testimoiy
which th^y bavn takin in relation to ih« conduct of the
wnr with ut criticism to nny con-ii.'ernble ext^ut of mili¬
tary plans aud movements, le.ttfi ig each reader 'o form bis
own conclusions from the testimony, aud *uch op'uioua of
competent militsry men as it may contain.
An i he committer look back orer the struggle of tte past

two yt-ars, th-y feel t!iAt alth >ugh we have n<>t aocoiu-

p ished all that we bi ped and expected wi hitii^ tim
still the great progress male riv.-* us full a-auranea of
finil succeng.

\\ hen the Government took its first active steps toward
resist ni 'he rt-bellion, the rebels had been f^r more than
five month* Actively and openly making preparations to re-

-i t it* authority aud defy ua jurudii tiou. They hud
umrped the contri 1 of tb* machinery of one HtAte Govi-rn-
me it alter Another, and thui ovrra^ed tlie loial pjopl^ ol
those States. Tliey had < veu so ar contiol of tbo Federil
Government it»elf aa to make it uot only an juiosce, for th-
time being, iu measures for it* own dea ruetiou, but c n

tribute to that end. Th'-y h ul seiz d and take into ttii ir
own poflsetooii th'< Arm* and mun'tionsof war of the Go*
ernment. Ihey had scattered and demoraliz-d ihe army,
and sent the navy to ihe m *t distant parts or the wori'i
Theie was treason iu the Kx-cutiv* Mansion, tret-on in

ihe Cabinet, treA-on in th^ Sena'e aud the JI .uae of K-p
r »entitive*. treaton iu the Army an 1 the navy, treason i>.
every departuitut, bureau, and oftloe connected with ihe
Government.
Whe i th* new Admini*trat;on came into p twer it was

n»*CK*ai i'y obliged to ad-.pt its menau'e.i with thegro»tft
CAuti. n. scarcely knowing la-mi fl0iu I.e. An Aimy aud
Uivy hud to be cteated. Th-re wa* scarcely a battalion
Ot loyal iiit'OUnl tri ops to pr. tect the cApi ul; nod the ti>*t
*-use ' f secutily f. It iu the capital was wbeu the volumeei
troop* enteied it, Ruuimoued from tlieir hum * f >r it-i pro-
reetion. At tie shme lime it was with great difficulty tLat
the loyAl people coul I make tbem*elvea believe btt any
serious re*i«tAnce to ih» authority of the Qoveriimeo'
would be at empt-d. ihere were not wanting tho e wno
l onfiden ly ast.er;ed that it, was b it ao i u burst of di*.p-
P "hted pirti*au t-pirir, which they pred cU-d would yield
io An exhibition ot force. And a determined an l umt-d
-pirit on th part < f tue people of ttie .loyal 8 ate* to *np-
pre-s it iustiAd ol su b An easy suppression. w-« baie
.pent two )ear*, almo«t, in wart'.ie. We hatr- thrown
in'o the held a milliou ot men. We hive pound out . u<
^.ource* like wAter. and we tin J our*clves still enuAgd
in b' feA ful st u.g e.
But the national cause is not the only one for which

false ant cipati -ns were f.rmed.for wh rh the pre*eut
condition of ihinjj* prr*en'* a *rri*in/ c.i.t a*t with tn.
e^rly vi-i .ns of it* sujport «r* Tnose woo heud, in C n

gr *s and elsewhere, tne ex tri, valances of the ron-pira ors

will know what were Ihtir hope*, what their expectili .us
A speedy mirch uyou the capital; a speed; overthrow o'
the legsl governmrnt; a speedy submissn u of a pe pV oo

puaillauimou* to ma ntun tbeir right*; aud a ape-dy sub¬
jection of tbe wh< le coun ry to the assumption-of the
^ou h, were the prominent featn e* of their delusion
I he conspirators taught th-ir people to believa that if
wAr c-m it woull not be on their *oi|. As y t, the bon-
t le foot ha* scarcely irod the »<> 1 of a free fsUte, mid it i*

upon tbe *oil of tie Mat * in op«., ieb lliou that tje cou-
test ha* maiuly b-en waged

The r. bels found tbem-*elve<, alm->«t without re*i«tanc»,
in po-*ession of every f^rt and hirbor on the s.-A-coast of
the revolted Htates, e*c*pt Port Pickens, Pcusncola hir¬
bor, »nd this iaolA'ed fortifioatton* a id harbors of Tortugs*
am K-y West. They were, for tbe time b-ing. lua.t.«^^
ot he teri itory of ibe rev< 1 ed Htate*. of tbe depot* a'*<mi-

ala, A.:d lortiticati.M.s of tbe G 'veromctr, and had hi<b
hi'p.-s that aII tbe tjliv^b'dding B irder Suite* w *uld inO'i
be unit, d wiih ibem. The fac: thtt so m iny ot these State*
bold to d«y I heir true aud loyal position in toe Govern
m nt demonstrate* hit tiue patriotism and loyalty i* i ot
coufiti'd to any* c tiou of ibe country, aud (jives full aa-
.urnnce ihat t'.e O vcrumeut will be m iniamed, it« jut is-
d.ctjon over every f,»,.t of our territory eitablisbed am
our nationality vindicated.

The events of the pa*r two years are too fresh in the
men.orie* of ad to require recipi ulation

Your committee will, however, bur fly call att-ntion t-
tbe fact, (hut, iroin the commencement of active nul tAry aud
naval ¦ pera io> * iu th^ winter «nd *prini{ of 18C2, almost
umnteri upt. d success for e ght month* attended all ourope-
.a ious, resulting in vaat c mquest*. The triumph* of ttie
iiAvy at Hitteras. P«,rt Ko,al, and Fort Henry were fd-
lowed by the victories hnd c- iique*ta of the a. my At M II
Spring, tort O-ii Isoti, and KoAnoke Ialand Ali'ioiri
*l" wrmeUci from the rebel gra^p, and the .ebel armies
driven inta Arkansas, where lliey were dtfeaU-d iu a

pitched but le At Pea Hi ige.
By the CApture of Fort Done I ou Ken ucky wa* perma¬

nently redeemed, tbe capitAl cf one of Ihe Urge.t revolts
8'a e* seued, her great rivers laid open to our fl tillaA,
And ttie war CArried to the border* of the Gulf Stit ¦

Tbe rebel strongbold* oo tbe Mi«*i**;ppi, Colnmbu*, I-land
No. 10, Joit P How, together witb Momybis, the m»Kt itn
port*,lt commercial city of ibe 8 Ate, (ell into our band*.

ihe autuuiiof IcGI ha I witnessed ihe importaut can
ture of H >ttei A* aud Port Royal by tbn navy. Tbeae suc-
ce«se* we e f» lowed t itough the combined operat on* of
the army and navy, m the winter aud spring of 18f»i bv
the capture i.f Koanoke Mu d and Newborn, Beaufoit
and hort .Macon, And by the r»du-tion of the important
rort ruliski, c<»ntr illing tbe entrance to the 8avianah
river; of Hut Clinch, controll nn the harbor an I railroad
depot of r ernandina ; of Port Marion, at Ft Auguatine
Uy the firsi-namel operA»ion« we acq.iirrd c -ntrol of tb-
spMioui inland wn eri of North Carotin i, (Albemarle nnd
Pamlico sounds,) and their Adjacent abore*, and of one of
her two importaut seaporta-B -au'ort By the laat. we
made ourselves master* of the rich aea i-land. and import¬
ant harbo * . x end tig along tie c a-t from (Jbail-aton to

John *; leaving in t ie poise«*ioi of the r-b -ls, oo tbe
Allan ic c n»t, but two baibora, Charleston aud Wil-
mnifct >n

B'it t e brilliant trinmphs of our army and nary . l*e-

7. .? TT by the capture of tbe great city of

t^e (lull, tbe depot of the great vidley of tfce Mia* asippi.
eAna ; ail aclftev. ment which, estimate I by be

imj/orian ie o< the conquest and th< noble daring wf it*

execution, ii scarcely «ur,.a-»el in history. By thi* im¬
portant cor q ie-t we obtained control of a large portion of
l.ouisi ina And acc mipli.bed the most inportAiit an I d ffl.
cult «t.-p towards obtain ng the entire control (,f the Mis-
r*s ppi river, and caused ib-s aurrendor of the harbor of
Pensacola Wi h t e f rts yet held by the rebela.

Jo these haa ily .ketch, d military and naval opeiati n*
extendi, g 1,1 the We,t th'ougb the States of Arkan.ai'
M.a.ouri lennes^e, a. d Kentu kv. and on the Atlhotio
seaboard from Hat era* to Fl -rida. and on the Gulf from
I euaacola toth« mouths of the sti.sissippi, we really made
conqtie* ,a.VA,t as it often (alls to the lot of the mo.t
powerlul and warlike nat on* to make in »o »b .rt a peri- dof time We pushed our conquests by land through Mis
eoun, K-ntucky, and T. nneJe. to the very b.".d,^

?hUir rtn>l of thfl Mi««itaippi
e> a*rs of No. th Carolina, South Carolina and (ieor«ia ; a
large p.rt,on uf L luistan i j seised every ZpntZt tJt
rhiru I

" T fir!^rriforJr> thr, e, ( Wilini .|ton,Char eaton and M bile.) r -du-ing to a co, rosp ..d n! h,-
t. nt tb * lab .rs ol the blockading squadron ; oaptured four-
teen ,-er.uanent .eacoaat f-rta, among which were tbe
largest on the Southern Coast. *uch as 1'ulaski, BarrancA*,
M-vKae, Jac kson, an I St Phillip.Fo lowing these conquea a wa* the reduction of Tork-
oWn and the evacuat on of Norfolk, by which tbe WAt~ra

ol ti- J tine* and York rivers w. r<» laid open to our 0 eta,
an I the rebel* deprived of ibe facilities fornl bed by Agreat
navy yar.l, a'd compelled to de*t oy tbe r ou y means of
menacing our fleet* iu Hampton roads.the Merrimack.

Had the success of the army of the Potomac daring this
l> riol MffMpooM Hi'h t*ie m«c ss nf our arms iu «<ther
!>:. r;- <.( th1 <V'U>t<) bor« I fen* ii tu .» I tVfl tUat the
Uriii.u lion -I |it< ¦ g i tit leiii wo i d havo »reu the
ivlh'ituHi wc|. it gti, i|'u 4'« irilr,tiferlbniAri. Had Nor¬
folk Itreii captured duitog llm winter of lt*31-'Oa2, mid 1 be
M-rrliutuk taken puls«**iou ot or deatr^jed, the wav to
Richmond, b/ means of I lie Jau>-a river, would hare bcei
« p o.aul the foul dela) a of tt-e Pen nsuls avoided; or bad
the enemy, when at M-n&< as." «me timeduriug tie autuiuu
of 1661 or winter of lK61-'0£. heeu compelled to bave come
nut fr«m b>s entrenchments find give u« battle, aa be might
have l>e. u by threatening or a dually interrupting his com¬
munication betweeu R cbun ml and Manassas, oa which he
wholly depended far supplies.a line ao long aud difflou't
tu maiutain tbat we subsequently did not deem it practicable
for us.we cou'd have met him with ao army greater tbau
it waa ever proposed to take against Richmond, and either
have opened the way to the rebel capital or made it
u H 'crssiry to go tbere.

in mi i.aiy movements de'ay ia generally bad.indecision
ia almost always fatal In our inovem^uta we aeem to
bave too often forgotten tbat momeiitutn ia made up of
weight aud velocity; that the foroe of tbe blow may
depend aa inuoh upou tbe celerity of tbe ui ivemeut aa upon
the weight of trie bo 'y moved Tbe world's history shows
Ibat the suece»slul geueral haa met hia enemy the day be-
fore h-< was t-xpeoted.not tbe week or month altar. Some
of our points of attack have baeo sn clearly indicated to
tbe e'iriuy beforehmd, aud our movements utade with ao
much delay and heaitatiou that he haa been abla not only
11 lortity h a pisti'usaud concentrate hiaforcea, buteven to
call iiit<> tie field new armiaa to meet ua. At auoh point*
we have failed.

It ia par ioularly worthy of note that, in the reverses
which followed the failure of the Peninsula campaign, at
the time wheu the army of the rebela had reached its
greatest strength and iti highest atate of euthuaiaam, they
di I not permanently regain any territory or recapture and
b i d any of the importaut or controlling point* before bold
by u- on rebel roil Their marchea upon Washington,
Maryland, and alao Louisville were little m"re than raida,
fn m wh ch they were obliged to retire before our opposing
lorcen. Thia fact clearly ahowa that wh le it ia im^oa ible
lor ua to oonatantly retain mi it >ry p sse-sion of alt tbe
vast rebel territory ovt r which we may be called upon to
pass in our operations again? t their armies, still the territory
once held or occupied by us cauuot be permanently re¬

gained by then.a sure indication ofour ult mate success.
Tbe pact, not with Voiding its errors and reverses, ia full

ot encouragement, and gives full assurance of final succesa.
No great war wa< ev«-r conducted by any people or Gov¬
ernment without great mistakes.giving to the critic* of
the time and tbo-e of succeeding generations a wide and
ample tie d for their Nbors. No people ou earth were ever
called audden'y into a great war more totally unp>epared
than were the loyal peop'e of this Government. We felt
so well aajured of our posit on among tbe Powers of the
world that we had aim at conc'uded we hid fought our
last battle, and our army and uavy h>d come t* be regard¬
ed by many as useless appendng»a to the Government We
had concluded that, doing justice to tbe nations of tbe
world, we should receive justice in return ; aud the loyal
po tion of the people were devoting all th-ir energies and
powers to the arte of peace, the advancement of civiliza-
t on, the development of tbe rich and varied reaouroes of
our new and gr at country ; and in these every man f u id
tii'l occupation for his tib-nts and a wide field for his ain-
bi ion.no man even dreaming that tbe parricidal arm
wou'd ever be raised against a Government so m.ld in its
away, so benignant in i s influence oVrr ail its subjectr.

It was indat-d difficult Tor a people thus engrossed, sud¬
denly and almost without warning, to turn its atieu ion to
war. The rebels believd us to be so entirely devo'ed to
h < pursuits of peace that we should yield to their de¬
mands rather than be diverted fmm them; and hence their
netarioui attempt to overthrow this fair Government and
erect on its tuins that horrid deformity, a free Govern¬
ment with biuuau slavery for its corner-stone. How ter¬
ribly th^y have been mistaken the past has alr-ady »ho*an,
and yet tbe energies, and pow> rs and resources of the
o>a* people bave hardly begun to be applied t . the aup-
jre«s on of tbe rebel ion Th-y mu<t meet an1 contend in
batt!e with that strength, and power, and int lligenc-e
wtiicb baa built factories and workshops, railroads a d
..teaniboats. covered the ocean with ships, and fi led the
ma keta of tha world with the product of its brain aud
hauls; and they will find these no less powe ful for de¬
struction thau (or production, when once fully applied in
that direction.

All the great industrial iuterea** of the loyal flUtea were
never m ire a't ve, m re prosperous, than at ibis time. All
hat has been lost by t*'e supply ot m n to (he .ir;i>y has
ie«-n made up by increaard activity and energy, a-'d tbe
adaptation of machinery to woik heretofore done by tbe
himanhud The e is only tbia marked difference : her-
11 ore all these great forces have been applied for the bene
fit of the art* ot pence; now th'-y all look primarily t . the
jT' secutmn of war; and years w uId htve to elapae.fsr
in re th n would be required to crush ou' the r b.-lliou.
before we aboul I d velop our full strength for war

Within less than two y»ars we bave throwo into and
«u<iamed in the fuld no army of a m lliou of men We
have created a navy with which we bave blockad-d a coast
greHtr iu extent than was ever attempted by any Govern¬
ment before, and by our inventions and improvements so

completely revolutionised nival warfare as to rend r the
navies and s-a-coa«t defences of the world well-nigh use¬
es*. Th . efficiency of tbia blockade is attested not ouly
by th- de-t turiou of the rebels in every artiole of fo eigu
produc ion, but by the cry tbat c- mes to u< every day from

parts of the world, in any degre* dependent upon the
priM)nc*<a of tbe blockaded territo y, atimulat ng ua to still
greater exertion to crush out this ieb«lhou, tbat the block¬
aded ports may be ttrown open t< tbe legitimtte com
mere- ol tbe wo Id.
And while, in our efforts to maintain our Government

and rind cate frea institutions, we neither aak-d nor de¬
sired the ai l of any foreign uation or Government, we did
it lenat expect of the lea ling Powers of Europe tbat tbey
houtd refrain from extending aid and enooura*ement to a
rebellion against a friendly Government, thereby prolong
'UK a atruvg'e which can only bring misery snd suffering
upon tbe wLo'e civ lized word, aud may in the end lead to
a war between our Government and some of th .se Powers,
he fullefl' cts of which the fu'ure alooe can diselone.
Wehivecarr ed on, shall carry on, aud conclude this

wnr w ithout touching one dollar of the accumulated capi¬
tal of tbe country We are already astonished at tbe reve¬
nue n< w beinz raised from tbe tsxa'ion of our daily pro-
duc:ioiis. aud yet we d not begin to realixe th-* amount
o be y e'ded oy the ry.tem alrrady adopted or tbe extent
ti wh o that lyatein may be enlarged, without imposing
any grievnua burdens upon the people.any bjrden to
which tbey will oot chjerfully suSm t to accomplish the
object intended
No Goverument can lonf carry on a war which must be

.u<tninedby tha avcumulated capital of the oountry, and
tt.ere is scarcely a limit to the t me war may be prose-
c ited by a Government whose credit is sustained by the
revenue* derived from tbe accumulating wealth of the
3-untry. Every dnIUr the rebels bave expended or ctu
expi n 1 in tula rebellion bat been aod must co itmue to be
drawn from their accumulated capital. Their intercourse
w h foreign nations b> a been almoat wholly suspended, all
their ioduatrial interns a have b^en paralysed, aud ihere is
no source from which tkey can derive re»enne oe means
for the imintenanee of tbe w .r, exeent by depriving the
people of their property, day after day, and year after
yetr, ao long aa tbe war sha'l continue, thus reducing th<m
to pov> rty aod want This is a truth which th- people in
tno revol ed mates are already begim ing to realise. They
ha< been made to b-lieve that an esport duty on cotton,
which the world wonld be obliged to pay, would yield
them the richest revenue ever rea|ig-d by any Govern¬
ment ; and tbat if tbe Federal Government should attempt
interference with its exportation,they cou'd command ibe
armies and naues of Europe to fight ibeir battles for them.
H w biit r must he their disappointment as they applywith t'teir own ban Is the torch which con-igns it to ashes,
and then are compelled to supp'y to their lesders, from
t»>eir other property, tbe means to austa n the rebellion !
Tneir currency haa almost ceased to be regarded, even by
theins-lvrs, a* the representative of value. Conscriptionhas exhausted their people, and tbe wealth which long
years of< uniut-rrup e I prosperity, under the best Govern¬
ment t ie wo Id i ver saw, had placed in their hands, has
alrvdv b<en expended, and they are now struggling on
w th the vain h pe that di'seusmns among ourselves or
fore go intervention may ssve them from that ruin wh<ch
they see elea ly impending over tbem. Every day muat
show them m re and more clearly that on neither of these
s tuices can tfey rely for help. The utter scora arid con¬
tempt with which every man in the Loynl 8tates who pro¬
poses any adjustment of this contest exeept tbe absolute,
unq lahfied, aud unconditional autj'igaiion of every rebel
iu tbe land t» tbe Constitution and the laws, is held by
eveiy officer and soldier iu onr army, and every Iwal man
io tbe country, must banish from thrir minds tbe Isst ray
of hope from ihat source. The reaction which followed
the recent slight manifestations of a willingness on tbe part
of a few aecession sympathisers to off r terms of compro¬
mise mus o mvmoe tbeni tbat (bey have no alUes in lha
Lo>al Stah'i ou whoin they cs® rely ; and the preaent con¬
dition of affairs io Europa must forever crush tbat false
and delu.ive b< pe which they have heretofore eotertained,
that tbe intervention ol European Powera might enable
tbem to accompliab what Ihey know full well they can
never attain unaided.
We now aee cl -arly what we have to do. We must

ob'ain uninterrupted c ntrol of tha Mississippi. We
mast reach thoae great railroad arteries.the one border¬
ing the At aatic seaboard, the other stretching through
the Virginia snd Tennessee valleys to the West and South.
We must, aa a'>oo as possible, take the few fortifi -d sea-

p rU remaining in p«»tesa on of the reb'ls ; ao I ih-n we
shall have virtually disarmed th- rebellion, cut it . ff from
all external sources of food and arms, and hsveaurrounrfed
it by forces wbieh can preaa upon it from any quarter, at
the same time severing into isolated portio ia th« rebel
ts rritory and destroying their means ol intercommunication,
by whirh alone tbey have hitherto been enabled to meet
us in foree wherever we bave presented ourselves, and by
which alone ihey have been sble to feed ftnd supply their
armies.
Hy pos»essiig ourselves of and keeping iwea tbe great

natural highways alone (aod a possession of a navy by na

should have eeriy suggested this) we sev«r parts' of thettterritory mutually ,t«>p ««i.l lit.and wL.lo etippliuj; theUi,o.mhle ourselves t t r ooiVifMte our forces at ao»
poi.it wlie»«j il ui t.v In) .i-iveaij.o to strike. Too#* dep¬
rive iL«'mur«*ti we me »otu«ll) ex. outing or preparing to
exeCUie. The .U'X'Ctf)'" Al:d COUqUeSl* fit ItliVV alreadydescribed have cornel a. though ihe preliminary *tag«,nod the blow* w»« now »trik.».each on* of them lhat sc.>
ceedii.-will reach the very viral* of the rebellion. Lot
auy one CJit hi* eye upon the map aud these truths wJ
be apparent. -

It may he iu (lie future, o« iu the past, we shall iue-t
with reverse-!; thy are the iuev liable incident* of A great
war extending over so vast a territory, and requiring great
aruues at ao widely aeparaied poiuts We have Already
seeu that it la uot our iiun pdtcy to attempt uu Actual at:
litary occupation ol the reoi-1 trrritory, exrept at A few
ami important ouutrolliug poiuts. We mu*t tie .troy thru
A;inies, aud iv do ibis we uiu-t conoeutrate, nut scsttei.
our forces It is better to operate successfully against oi"

stronghold or oue army tha i to attempt three and fan
Tue Indies.i' an uow clearly are that, bj.h iu the £ast Alt!
the West, the cmpuigu of 1H6J w.ll give iib orlliaLt
acuievemeut*.decisive victories. Our general* 00W >'
the held have ihe full co fiJeuce of tbe .oldit-rs aud IL
people, and the armies wi I g > for h kuow.ug tu»t tbe
rauks Are to be made full; th.it evrry day that passes wi
add to, uot uimiiti h, tbeir s.rei gtu or numbers Nev
beioe did the world see such u . army ill the field; mvn
bclore oid Gensrais 1 ad such m< u to bitile. Each mo
goes iorth feeling, uot only that he has a soldier's repute^tioj to maintain, but alto that he ha* a country to deteud
iu which bis iuteiest is as great us tout ol the highest offi¬
cer iu the laud. 8ucb an army, with its energy, power,
iuielligeuce, ai d will, pr.p.rly Uitec:ed, uiuit be mvinoi'
b.e. The past h»s already demonstrated lhat the true
Am.T.c<ii» soldier t an be r> lied upou, to dure, do, aud eue
dure all that human power can attempt, accomplish, or
sustain. L<et no meu be plso'-d or kept iu c uiiuaud of'
such meu wh i have uot ihe ability to command and the
will to do; tliui the errois and mistakes of the past will
b i avoided in the future, ihe fond hope* and anticipations
of a true aud loyal people ret 1 cod, ihe G iveruuient vindi¬
cated, and rc bjiliou speedily and forever crmtied.
We kuow that thi» cute t baa cost us aud will o At ua

treasure* and blood. h b at bio«d ever atied by auy peo>
pie in maiutenaiice of ttieir Government arid iu defence of
free iiutitu ions.the blood of the tl >w er of our laud. Let
us no make tbeir litres a vaiu i tl'eriug, by lor A moment
outer.Hiii.ng the id> a of a pait.ti n of our territory, which
would forever involve u* in nuticuyand border wars, or
by auy base compromise wi h rebels. We owe it to the'
noble dead who have rhed ttieir blood in founding And de¬
truding thi* Government; we owe it touurselves; we owe
it to the counters millions who are to come after us, to
intiutain this Government and the institutions we have in¬
herited from our lataers.the richest iegtC/ ever beqUeAth-ed by one generation to ^nolber.aud to transmit tbem to
our posterity, if not improved, certainly unimpaired

Iu conclusion, your committee will only say, that all the
inen who ho d high pos tions iu tbe army and navy, And
have rendered valuable services to the couu y, wih whom
th.-y have h Id intercourse, unite in the op.niou that light¬ing, and vnly fighting, ciu end this rebellion; that every
traitor in the If.d must and shall be m>de to acknowledgeand yield absolute, uoquahtie 1, and unconditional obedience
to the Constitution an i laws. Aud your committee believe
tsis to be the ten.iuieut, uot only of tie army Aud navy,
but of every man in the country.traitors aud ouwards
A one excoptou.
The foregoing report is sauclioneJ aud sigded by All the

present members of the committee, vi« :

Hon B. F. Wadk,. Senator from Ooio.
llou. Z. Chandlbu, Henator from Michigan.
Hou. D. W. Qooch, Represent ttive from Mass. ."

Hon. John Covodr, KepresentAtive from Penu.
Hon. Qt:o. W. Jui.Ian, R-»pres. utative from Ind.
H u M F. Ooell, Representitive from New York.

Qovernor Johnson, of Tenuessce, wa« an original mem¬
ber of tbe committee, and on his appointment a« military
Governor of Te:iiies*fe his plAce ou the committee waa

supplied by Kit-Governor Waiatir, of IudiAiiA, but since
the latter gentleui in was superseded in the S^uAte by Mr.
Tl'kpik the vacancy on the committer has not beeu filled,
so that it n »w c insists only of th i six members Above
named.

TflE PRESIDENTS VISIT TO THE ARMY.

Special Despatch to tht Republican.
llEAl.QUAKTKK!* AKMV OF THK POTOMAC,

Falmouth, April 8, 13G3.
Tbe President and Mrs. Lincoln And Atroru»-y General

Bates have had quite ad ovation here for several dAya, not.
witba'Anding the terrible snow storm of Suturdsy ni^ht,
during wh ch the aleamer on which the party hAd embark¬
ed remained at anchor ofl' Inditn H-r.d.
R- ach nc the landiug at Aquia creek on 8ur.dAy morn¬

ing, tbe Pre»ideiit aud party took a special train for FaI-
mouth station, where four-horse sprieg wagon* were in
waiting to convey them to headquarters. One of General
Hooker's personal staff accompanied the party, which wai
escorted by a company of Pennsylvania lancera. Tbe jour¬
ney of a mile and a half over tbe desolated country mutt
have convinced the Presid ut lhat the movement of troopejust now is not very practicable
Two large hospital tent* bad be^n pitched near that ofGen. Hooker, one of which was occup ed by Mr. and Mrs.

Lincoln and tbnr yout ge»t son; the other waa occupiedby Judge liates and three gentlemen from the Pacifio
coast, who are in the Precideuti.il party On Sunday nightthere were rerenades by the baud* of the Eleventh aud
Thirty-third Ma*sa?bu*etts Infantry And the Beoond and8 x h Cavalry
On Monday morning the tun cams out for awhile and

the innw soon disappeared, adding to the depth of tbe
clayey mud. At 10 o'clock Gen/ Hooker pr-*ent-d bis
p rsonal staff to 'h- President at headquarters. Mean-
wh le an hid escorted Mrs Linooln to the river ba k, where,wnh the naked eye. sbe could see tbe dismantled town of
Freder.cksburg and tbe rebel pickets on the opposite shore.
At iitHin the i're*ident mounted a bay charger and rode

fr >m ht-Adquaiter*. Oen. Hooker, mount-don his gallAntwhite sterd, rode at his left, and they were followed I y At
least fitty officers handsomely uniformed, niAking an im¬
posing appearance ran ly equalled on this continent as the

8uity dashed over tbe h.Us, escorted by the lancers with
utWir-g pennons. M anwhi'e thousands and thousands

of cavalry had been moving from their respective encamp¬ments to the ground de«ignated for their review. All were
under the command of Major Gen. S'onemaa, chief of cav¬
alry, wbo'e aide*-de c>mp conducted t ach command to its
pi- c, and when thi cannon thundered forth a welcome to
the President, one c< uld see a< far as the eye could reach
aertied ranks of horsemen, their sabres slitt-ring in the
sun At the reviewing flag was a large group of officers,
mounted on fiue horses, with a few ltdies on horseback.
Mr*. Lincoln, Att- mry Gei eral Dates, and a ftw others
were in cerriages
Tbe President first ro le up and down tbe lines, with his

bat in his hand, bowing acknowledgments to tbe salutes
given him by each officer, while tbe bands played " Hail to
the Ctiief" as he passed their respective regiments. Gen.
H oker rode at hi* I ft hmd, while on his right h*od rod*
Gen. BUiiieman. The *tiff which f< llowed must have been
a hundred strong and famously mnd be«patt-rt d they All
wvie before th-y tiAl go.ie th* grAi d rounds

After hsvii g ridden through tbe lines, the President took
up his position at tbe national flag, and the cavalry, break¬
ing from line into column by »q'iadron, passed in review.
It w'ts au impos ng »pee acl> to aee biigade after brigade,
regiment after regiment, squadron after squadron, move
steadily past, the in>irar>d horses looking well And ready
for service. Alter the maa« of cavalry had gone by the
horse artillery thundered past, every m m in.muted.

Iu fifteen minute* alter tbe last battery had passed by
the Presidmt the entiie body of t'OOps, the reviewing tffi-
eer, and the apectators bad all !eft the groumf. While tbe
diapliy < heered th^ heart of every Union man and woman
present, it mint have atiuck terror into the hearts of tbe
shiverirg rebels who could easily have witneaeed everymovement from the hill* beh nd Frederickaburg.Aftt-r the President had returned from the review, .
large number of general officers were presented to him at
beadq'iaiters. and later in the day dined with Oen. Hook¬
er, wbo also had as gue*ts seven maj >r generals. Mrs. >

Gen. Btoneman was pre ent.
Tbe fine appearance of the cavalry and the borse artil¬

lery waa an agreeable surprise to all who witnessed the
n-view, as tbe snimals had all been exposed to the win¬
ter's sto ms. They bad evidently been well fed aud well
eared for ; neither can tbey fail to render powerful aid la
the coming campaign.It bad been inVuled to have a grand review of Infantry
on yesterday, (Tuesday.) but it was evident to all wbo
were out on Mo.iday that it would involve marohi' g la
deep mud and wading through awolleu water courses, so
it was postponed

President Lincoln, accompanied by Gen. Honker and
staff, rode ou; to visit several hospital*, And call, don seve¬
ral Generals at tbeir headquarters Mrs Lino..In at one
time proposed to return to Washington in the afteri.oon
w th Attorney General Bates, but ws< prevailed upon to
remain Judge Bates left At 3 o'c ork with Capt. Claw-
lord. of the Presidentisl party. To-day ( Wednesday) the
infantry review will com* off, and President Linooln will
return this tftern mn, unless he decides await until to¬
morrow morning and g > up by daylight. Tbe distinguish¬ed visiter* appear to have enjoyed their visit, and to like
eamp life.

Hkadquartrrn army or tub Potomac,
.> H'tdnrid »y, April 8, 1863.

A review of a portion of tbe army took place to-day on
the plain in Ihe rear of Falmouth General Hook r and
his Corps Commanders were present. Tbe snene present¬
ed was undoubtedly one of the finest military pageant*
ever witnessed on this Continent.


